
D O  N O W

L O O K  O V E R  U N I T  4  V O C A B



S T U D Y I N G  H U M A N  
P O P U L AT I O N S



T H E  H U M A N  P O P U L AT I O N  
O V E R  T I M E

• The human population 

has been exponentially 

growing since the 1800s.

• What is the size of the 

human population?

8 Billion People

• Can the Earth sustain this 

growth?





TOUGH QUESTION ALERT!

What has caused this 
increase?

• Higher birth rates

• Lower death rates

P.C. = Birth - Death

Birth > Death : Increase

Birth < Death : Decrease

Birth = Death : Stay the Same



DECLINING DEATH 
RATES

• The dramatic increase in Earth’s human population has 

happened because of lower death rates – not higher 

birth rates

• Death rates have declined mainly because of…

1. Advancements in medicine

2. Adequate food

3. Clean water

4. Sanitation



L I F E  
E X P E C T A N C Y

L I F E  E X P E C TA N C Y  
I S  T H E  AV E R A G E  
L E N G T H  O F  T I M E  
T H AT  A N  
I N D I V I D U A L  I S  
E X P E C T E D  TO  L I V E .



QUESTION

• Is the human population growing at the same rate throughout the Earth? For 

example, is the population of the USA growing at the same rate as the population 

of India?



AGE STRUCTURE

Age structure is the classification of members of a population 
into groups according to age.

Countries that have high rates of growth usually have more 
young people than older people (Birth > Death).

Countries that have slow/no growth usually have an even 
distribution of ages in the population (Birth = Death). 

Countries that have a decrease in population usually have 
more older people than young people (Birth < Death). 



A G E  S T R U C T U R E  D I A G R A M
A G E  S T R U C T U R E  C A N  B E  G R A P H E D  I N  A N  A G E  S T R U C T U R E  

D I A G R A M , A  T Y P E  O F  D O U B L E  S I D E D  B A R  G R A P H .
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